Notes from the “New/Innovative Products” MWBPP Peer Exchange
Moderator:	Peter Seibert – UHPC Solutions
Notes:		Jason DeRuyver - HDR
Date:		10-18-23
Attendees: 	See Below
What is your state process for trying something new?
NDDOT – Has a kind of Innovative Ideas Contest – For example NDDOT has 1000’s upon 1000’s of culverts. A person at the department developed 2 robotic cars to drive through culverts and 1 robotic boat. Specified and purchased the cameras and all the components and built them in-house. 
MnDOT – Can try anything through their Maintenance Engineer – Passing a 2-year trial gets them on a temporary approved products list, and 5-year performance review gets them permanently on approved products list. It was suggested that in most states vendors should start by reaching out to the bridge maintenance engineer. However, most vendors are discouraged by developing a new product then waiting 2-3 years for a trial, then 2-3 more years to be on the approved product list. 
Clare County gave their perspective as a local rather than state owner on how to implement a new concrete technology and how to utilize their own inhouse maintenance crew to build bridges. 
General discussion was given on the ITD Group. Anyone can join.
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